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Mallorca as a place
to explore innovation
Mallorca has everything you need to explore innovation,
development and knowledge transfer. The island is one of the most
firmly committed areas to the R&D&I industry as it forms part of
the autonomous community with the best tax incentives in Spain.
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Welcome from
the Balearic
Ministry of Health

Expenditure by companies in this sector is at an all-time high,
while the number of technical and research staff based in
Mallorca in the public and private sectors has continued to grow
in recent years.
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This firm commitment to research, technology and innovation has
been consolidated in the ap-proval of the 2018–2022 Science,
Technology and Innovation Plan for the Balearic Islands, which
aims to produce more quality knowledge.
One example is the University of the Balearic Islands (UIB), the
main organisation offering R&D activities, which, among others,
includes three combined-research schools with recognised prestige in Europe: the Mediterranean School for Advanced Studies
(IMEDEA), the School of Interdisci-plinary Physics and Complex
Systems (IFISC) and the School for Agro-environmental Research
and Water Economics (INAGEA).

One growing sector is biotechnology, whose main hub is in
the ParcBit business park, which is part of the Biotechnology
and Biomedicine Cluster on the Balearic Islands (BIOIB), with
compa-nies developing new drugs, manufacturing medicines and
working on the genetic diagnosis of diseases.
Besides being internationally recognised for its expertise in
the most innovative tourism sector and for having superb
infrastructure for holding all kinds of events, Mallorca has a large
network of venues for medical-pharmaceutical meetings. This
includes a new conference centre just five minutes from the
airport, which has permanent direct flights to the main European
cities and is the third in passenger volume in Spain after Madrid
and Barcelona.
Francina Armegol i Socias
President of the Government
of the Balearic Islands
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Welcome from the Balearic
Ministry of Health
At the Balearic Islands Ministry of Health and Consumption, we are
deeply aware of how important it is to have an environment that
is favourable to research and innovation. Our island is home to a
prestigious healthcare network, made up of four public hospitals for
acute patients and three community care hospitals, an extensive
primary care network, a Blood and Tissue Bank Foundation that
is renowned as one of the finest in Spain, and a network of
prestigious private health centres. These are institutions with
their own research commissions and which include Son Espases
University Hospital, one of the leading university hospitals in
Spain, which since 2016 has also had its own Faculty of Medicine.
Mallorca is strongly committed to attracting research talent and
helping innovative scientific groups in their work, an initiative
backed by the Balearic Islands Health Research Institute (IdISBa),
which in 2019 was recognised for its excellence in research by the
Carlos III Institute of Health, which leads the way in healthcare
innovation in Spain. There are currently more than 700 health
researchers estimated to be working in the Balearic Islands.
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The region is also supporting the promotion of key values such
as scientific quality and excellence. By way of an example, on an
island with 880,000 inhabitants, there are more than 50 research
groups and around 700 researchers, helping to strengthen a
scientific ecosystem that is in full expansion.
In summary, this is a secure environment that is strategically
located in the Mediterranean, providing the very best services
and with the ideal infrastructure to host all manner of meetings,
events and conferences in the medical, pharmaceutical and
general healthcare sectors.
Patricia Gómez i Picard
Balearic Islands Minister for Health and Consumption
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Prestigious institution
Faculty of Medicine
300 residents a year
800 students a year

Internal research boards
-

Son Espases administration
Son Llàtzer administration
Hospital Inca administration
Hospital Manacor administration
Primary Healthcare administration
Blood and Tissue Bank Foundation

Blood and tissue bank foundation
880,113
inhabitants

759

15 national and

international medical
and pharmaceutical
conferences held in
2018-2019

- First breast milk bank in Spain
- Leader in tendon connective tissue
transplants in Spain
- 58.9 donors per mission inhabitants
(above the national average for Spain)

-

Carlos III Health Institute accreditation
759 researchers in health sciences
54 work groups
466 active clinical studies
169 national projects awarded
in the past five years
- 13 international projects awarded
in the past five years

19 medical and

pharmaceutical
conferences
confirmed in
2020-2021

Primary and specialised healthcare

(past five years)
- 2,076 total publications
- 1,926 indexed publications
- 51% publications in Q1
- 19% publications in D1
- 1899.95 accumulated impact factor
- 4.74 mean impact factor

+ 150 work groups
242 European projects

Faculty of Medicine
2,082 research projects
Faculty of Nursing
Faculty of Physiotherapy

63,367 publications
in journals
23,824 publications in books

9 science master’s degrees
5 specific master’s degrees

16,677 theses, dissertations
and research projects
927 patents registered

45 health centres
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87 basic healthcare units

4 public hospitals

3 community care hospitals

2 subsidised private hospitals

Son Espases University Hospital
Son Llàtzer University Hospital
Inca District Hospital
Manacor District Hospital

Psychiatric hospital
General hospital
Hospital Joan March

Hospital San Juan de Dios
Spanish Red Cross Hospital

689 researchers

Health training activities

(past five years)
- 122 theses read
- 162 seminars
- 30 courses organised
- 130 students on work placements
- 56 researchers in residence
- 48 researcher visits

Research institutes

University of the Balearic Islands
Balearic Islands UniversityBusiness Foundation (FUEIB)

Balearic islands health research
institute foundation (IdISBa)

Health research publications

105,184 contributions
to conferences

- University Institute of Health Sciences
Research (IUNICS)
- Institute of Interdisciplinary Physics and
Complex Systems (IFISC) - CSIC
- Mediterranean Institute of Advanced
Studies (IMEDEA) - CSIC
- Institute of Agro-Environmental and
Water Economics Research (INAGEA)

Scientific-medical institutions

- Balearic Islands Royal Academy of Medicine
- Academy of Medical and Health Science of
Catalonia and the Balearic Islands
- Balearic Association of Community Nursing
- Professional Medical Association
- Professional Nursing Association
- Other societies (family doctors,
emergencies, primary care, etc.)

Biotech companies

- 20 in the Balearic Islands Biotechnology
and Biomedical Cluster (BIOIB)
- 8 in the ParcBit business park incubator
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Hospital
Son Espases

Healthcare
renowned across
europe
The largest of the Balearic Islands, Mallorca has a well-regarded
health network, with four hospitals, three community care
hospitals and two subsidised private hospitals, and 45 primary
care centres providing high-quality service that is renowned
throughout Europe, thanks in no small part to the work carried
out by almost 15 thousand professionals. There are also around
15 private centres of the highest quality, most of which are run
by two large Spanish groups, Quirón Salud and Red Asistencial
Juaneda.
The island also has a well-regarded Blood
and Tissue Bank Foundation, which is selfsufficient across the Balearic Islands and a
pioneer in Spain as a whole, and which since
2001 has included the first Breast Milk Bank
in the country, and which in recent years
has recorded the highest rate of tendon
connective tissue transplants in the country
(per million inhabitants). And while Spain
has been the world leader in organ donation
for 25 years, Mallorca exceeds the country’s
national average with a rate of 58.9 donors
per million inhabitants in 2018 (a new record,
achieved with 66 donors and 216 organs for
transplants).

Blood and Tissue
Foundation
8
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SCIENTIFIC PRODUCTION
In terms of health research, Mallorca has its own research
commissions led by the senior management teams of the
university hospitals of Son Espases and Son Llàtzer, as well as
the district hospitals of Inca and Manacor, primary care centres
and the Blood and Tissue Bank Foundation.
This commitment to scientific knowledge dates back to the former
Son Dureta University Hospital (now Son Espases), home to one
of Spain’s seven health research foundations (and the only one
outside Madrid) run by the National Institute of Health. With more
than two thousand accumulated and converted publications, and
as a result of its scientific excellence, the current Balearic Islands
Health Research Institute Foundation (IdISBa) is accredited as a
research body of the Carlos III Institute of Health, the highest
level of recognition in Spain, awarded to only around 15 centres.
Made up of the hospitals in the national health system, the
University, public research institutions and other centres, the
foundation brings together more than 750 researchers of
excellent standing in health sciences and biomedicine in more
than 50 working group (the highest number of professionals in
the Balearic Islands to date), working in seven areas of scientific
interest (bioengineering and experimental surgery, clinical
epidemiology and public health, infectious and immunological
diseases, metabolic and nutrition disorders, respiratory
and cardiovascular diseases, neuroscience and oncology/
haematology).
Almost 200 national and international competitive projects in
the past five years, more than 460 active clinical studies (almost
80 in 2018 alone) and more than 1,925 high-impact publications
(average impact factor of 4.74%) in the past five years by the
IdISBa are an indication of the extent to which the Balearic Islands
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have strengthened its position within the sector. Accreditation to
HR Excellence in Research and the foundation’s affiliation to the
United Nations Global Compact confirm this qualitative leap in
health research carried out in Mallorca.
In global figures, scientific production in the Balearic Islands for
the 2011-2017 period amounts to more than 8,740 documents, of
which 7,094 (more than 80%) are citable articles, with sustained
growth that exceeds national production and is typified by
specialisation, mainly in the fields of biomedicine, eco-sciences,
clinical medicine, physics and chemistry. More than 80% of these
documents were published as part of collaboration agreements
either within Spain or with other countries, mainly with the UK,
Germany, France, Italy and the US.

University
campus

AN INTERNATIONALLY
RENOWNED UNIVERSITY
The University of the Balearic Islands forms part of this success,
with up to nine science-based master’s courses and another
five focusing specifically on health sciences. With a history
dating back to 1483, the university today is the main source
of knowledge generation on the island. Different international
rankings place the university among the best in the world, and it
enjoy a prestigious reputation for its research activity, with more
than 150 groups and a strong international impact.
The university has a team of almost 700 researchers, who over
the past ten years have participated in more than a thousand
special actions, more than 240 European projects and a further
two thousand research projects. University authors have put
their names to more than 63,000 publications in journals, almost
24,000 books, and more than 16,600 theses, dissertations and
research projects. More than 900 patents have been registered,
and no fewer than 100,000 contributions to conferences have
been made.
A key factor in this is the University Institute of Health Sciences
Research (IUNICS), which promotes the work of research groups
in three main areas: neuroscience, basic research and highprevalence disease, and nutrition, lifestyles, epidemiology and
cures. The University of the Balearic Islands also runs its own
Research Support Office (OSR) to stimulate involvement of its
researchers in national and European projects.

Official university master’s degrees

Sciences
-

Applied Biotechnology
Chemical Science and Technology
Marine Ecology
Advanced Physics and Applied Mathematics
Physics of Complex Systems
Advanced Microbiology
Nutrigenomics and Personalised Nutrition
Theoretical Chemistry and Computational Modelling
Occupational Health (Occupational Hazard Prevention)

Health Sciences
-

Biomedical Research
Health and Quality of Life Research
Neuroscience
Food and Human Nutrition
General Health Psychology
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A NEW FACULTY OF MEDICINE

AN EXTENSIVE SCIENTIFIC MAP

In 2016, the University added to its ten faculties when the
Faculty of Medicine opened, with more than a hundred registered
students and a graduation success and performance rate of
around 95%, alongside the existing courses in Nursing and
Physiotherapy. In its first year, the Faculty of Medicine was
ranked fourth in Spain by the Valencian Institute of Economic
Research (IVIE) and the BBVA Foundation. These course are
taught at Son Espases University Hospital, a modern building
covering 172,000 square metres, with cutting-edge technology
and its own research and teaching facilities.
At Son Espases on average 300 residents are trained a year and
around 800 students undertake some kind of training stage,
including in the hospital’s experimental operating theatres and
a pioneering medical simulation centre that is currently under
way. The anatomical science testing room, for example, is hugely
valuable to the prosthetics industry. It also has a new Genetics
and Genomics Unit (GENIB), a further step towards the much
called-for P4 medicine (predictive, personalised, preventive and
participatory), and which has become a benchmark around the
world in the complex science of organ donation.

IUNICS

Faculty of
Medicine

This island of 3,640 square kilometres is also notable for the
numerous scientific and technical research centres that organise
and carry out doctorate and post-graduate programmes and
studies. Mallorca also has other prestigious university research
institutions: as well as the University Institute of Health Sciences
Research (IUNICS), the island is also home to the Institute of
Interdisciplinary Physics and Complex Systems (IFISC), accredited
by the State Research Agency as a María de Maeztu Unit of
Excellence according to international standards; the Mediterranean
Institute of Advanced Studies (IMEDEA), and the Institute of AgroEnvironmental and Water Economics Research (INAGEA) As proof
of their renown, the IFISC and the IMEDEA form part of the main
public research organisation in Spain and the third most prominent
in Europe, the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC).

IFISC

IMEDEA

scientific-medical societies such as those representing family
doctors, emergencies and primary care, among others.
And since 2019, the ADEMA university college has more
than 2,500 square metres for providing care, biotechnology,
biochemistry, teaching and research. Equipped with the latest
digital technology from the dentistry and health sectors, these
facilities are for Dentistry courses and the forthcoming degree of
Human and Nutrition and Dietetics.
All of these technical and human resources represent the
commitment from the public and private sectors to strengthen
Mallorca’s position as a place where knowledge is generated and
research talent captured. It forms the ideal base for any medical
and pharmaceutical event or conference.

The scientific map of the Balearic Islands is completed with
other institutions such as the Balearic Islands Royal Academy of
Medicine, the Academy of Medical and Health Science of Catalonia
and the Balearic Islands, the Balearic Association of Community
Nursing, the professional medical and nursing associations, and
12
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Mallorca,
an opportunity
for research and
innovation
Mallorca is also notable for its commitment to becoming a benchmark
in Europe for innovation and biotechnology, with sustained growth
in R&D higher than figures for all Spanish scientific production put
together over recent years.
Growth in this sector is clear from the Balearic Islands Science,
Technology and Innovation Plan for 2018-2022, which is
strengthening and attracting talent in research, technology and
innovation. In alignment with the objectives of the European
science and technology strategy, the plan has a total budget of
€410 million to work on the approval and implementation of the
Science Act, which will help attract talent; create and promote
the Balearic Islands Research Institute (IRIB), which strengthen
the work carried out research groups in both the public and
private sectors; support business innovation and provide tax
incentives to R&D companies and aid for research groups, R&D
projects and to hiring research and technical support staff, as
well as organising teaching and training activities.
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RESEARCH AND BUSINESSES
The industry has a perfect ally in Mallorca, as it is one of the
regions with the best tax incentives in Spain and has historically
high numbers of technical and research specialists actively
involved in the region, assisted by tenders for work contracts and
grants for doctorates. In all, there were more than 2,200 people
working on scientific and technological R&D in the region in
2017. Mallorca itself has registered historic records in terms of
R&D spending, with more that €110 million invested (the biggest
growth in Spain between 2013 and 2017), and an increase of
more than 53% in the business sector.
A total of 22,500 businesses are involved in knowledge-based
activities and more than 180 to innovation, around 30 of which
are small and medium innovative enterprises accredited by the
Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities of Spain, giving a
major boost to the business fabric of this particular sector.
The University is the main source of knowledge generation on the
island, accounting for 45% of the region’s spending on R&D, and
around 70% of the people working on research. Specifically, to
stimulate relations between the scientific university community,
businesses and other socioeconomic agents, the Balearic Islands
University-Business Foundation (FUEIB) identifies research
results, protects them with patents and other measures, and
transfers them to the business sector.
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PHARMACEUTICAL LABORATORIES
This economic development in the region includes sectors that
are strengthening their capacity to be economically competitive,
such as the Balearic Islands Biotechnology and Biomedical
Cluster (BIOIB) and the Balearic Islands Chemical Industry
Cluster (CliQIB). The BIOIB, which consists of around 20 partners,
including the University, has been awarded the Silver Label in
Cluster Management Excellence by the European Secretariat
for Cluster Analysis (ESCA) in recognition of the quality of its
management. The CliQIB, which provides pioneering chemical
technology solutions for the tourism industry, is also accredited
with the Bronze Label in Cluster Management Excellence for its
work on research into excellence.
Both groups are based at the Balearic Science and Technology
Park (ParcBit), which fosters the growth of knowledgebased businesses and helps develop structural relations with
the University and research centres, as well as providing a
Technology-Based Business Incubator.

Close to 20 biotech companies have passed through the ParcBit
incubation programme, eight of which are still operating in the
park: Laminar Pharma, Sanifit, Bipsin Bipsin & Mentalment,
Alimentómica, Circe, Syntax for Science, Biodan and NuMat
Medtech, the last two with a bio-incubation arrangement in place.
Mallorca is also home to international pharmaceutical groups such
as Labo’Life, a leader in micro-immunotherapy. This laboratory,
with 25 years of history and headquartered in Spain, Belgium,
France and Italy, conducts its research into and production of
active substances using biotechnology techniques in Mallorca,
where its main production unit is located for medicines based on
low-dose immunology. The Labo’Life headquarters in Mallorca
is where the company produces 80% of the medicines that it
distributes to a large number of European countries. A workforce
is in place consisting of more than 70 experts specialising in
different fields.
Sanifit, in turn, is a biopharmaceutical company from Mallorca
that was established in 2007 as a spinoff from the University
and which in 2019 secured the biggest round of funding of
any Spanish biotech company, something it had also achieved
previously in 2015. With offices in Spain and the United States, it
specialises in developing therapies to treat vascular calcification,
particularly for patients suffering from the adverse effects of
dialysis.

The boom in Mallorca’ scientific and technological leadership
is clear and strong, which has been achieved by fostering
innovation, empowering talent and raising productivity levels
and business competitiveness. It is the ideal place to bring
research and innovation talent together at any time of the year,
and where investment in R&D and jobs in the fields of science
and technology continue to rise.

Labo’Life
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Scientific activity
on the island
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-

3-
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ParcBit
- Balearic Islands Biotechnology
and Biomedical Cluster (BIOIB)
- Balearic Islands Chemical
Industry Cluster (CliQIB)
- Laminar Pharma
- Sanifit
- Alimentómica
- Circe
- Syntax for Science
- Biodan
- NuMat Medtech

Inca District Hospital

Hospital Joan March

11
-

University of the Balearic Islands
- Balearic Islands University-Business
Foundation (FUEIB)
- University Institute of Health
Sciences Research (IUNICS)
- Institute of Interdisciplinary Physics
and Complex Systems (IFISC)
- Institute of Agro-Environmental and
Water Economics Research (INAGEA)
INCA

3
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Son Espases University Hospital
- IdISBa
- Faculty of Medicine
- University Institute of Health
Sciences Research (IUNICS)
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Labo’Life
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MANACOR

8
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Mediterranean Institute of
Advanced Studies (IMEDEA)
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Faculty of Nursing
- Faculty of Physiotherapy
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In 2015, world leaders adopted 17 Sustainable Development Goals
to eradicate poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for
all. These goals should be reached by 2030, which is why public
institutions, businesses and institutions on the island have
already integrated ethical and socially responsible management
into their cross-cutting strategy. This alignment with the 2030
Agenda approved by United Nations makes Mallorca a sustainable
destination for your next medical or pharmaceutical meeting.
Such is the commitment on the island that both the Government
of the Balearic Islands and the Mallorca Island Council have already
adopted measures that meet all 17 of the objectives set, as well as
creating the CSR Advisory Council together with representatives
from all the stakeholders and promoting a directory of responsible
companies specifically for the MICE sector.

Another clear example of this is the Environmental Technologies
Park of Mallorca (TIRME), which has set a benchmark in the world in
waste management, and the larger businesses in the region are on
board with the initiative, promoting projects focusing on a circular
economy and caring for the environment, helping to reduce the
carbon footprint generated by their activity and the impact on the
most disadvantaged groups in society.
Sustainability, environmental protection and social policy are
the core elements of the CSR strategies of public and private
organisations looking to offset the impact on society of the
economic activity of any event held on the island of Mallorca.

Along these same lines, the Impulsa Baleares Foundation, which
brings together the main economic and social agents in Mallorca,
has signed an agreement with the UNWTO so that the island’s larger
businesses can contribute effectively to sustainable development
with specific measures working towards a circular economy.

2-

Son Llàtzer University Hospital
- University Institute of Health
Sciences Research (IUNICS)
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Palma

Manacor District Hospital

Mallorca, a sustainable
destination
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Psychiatric hospital

6-

General hospital

9-

Spanish Red Cross Hospital
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-

Blood and Tissue Bank Foundation

14
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Balearic Islands Royal Academy
of Medicine

15
-

Balearic Association of
Community Nursing

16
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Professional Medical Association

17
-

Professional Nursing Association

18
-

Bipsin & Mentalment

8-

Hospital San Juan de Dios
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Helsinki

Oslo
Estocolmo

A city with
global connections
Glasgow

With an international airport that is the third largest in Spain in
terms of passenger numbers (behind Madrid and Barcelona),
Mallorca has direct connections with the main cities in Europe. In
total, the island has connections with 175 destinations, through
more than 70 Spanish and international companies.

Copenhague

Hamburgo
Bremen

Manchester

Liverpool

Berlin
Hannover
Muenster
Paderborn
Dortmund
Eindhoven
Leipzig
Dusseldorf
Londres
Dresden
Colonia
Bruselas

Birminghan Amsterdam

The Palma de Mallorca airport, which has flights to and from more
than a hundred destinations both in Spain and across the world,
is strategically located only ten minutes from the city centre and
there are easy and comfortable transport links to and from the
airport, as the island has a quick and efficient public transport
network, and a very good road system.

Bristol

Luxemburgo
Saarbrucken
Paris

The island also has extensive capacity in quality hotels. In total,
Mallorca has more than 420 establishments with a 4-star category,
with more than 125,000 spaces and multiple services for medical
and pharmaceutical events of all kinds.

Nantes

Karlsruhe/
Baden-Baden

Frankfurt
Nuremberg
Stuttgart
Múnich

Viena

Basel-Mulhouse
Zurich
Ginebra
Milán

Burdeos
A Coruña
Santiago de Compostela

Bilbao

Asturias

Zaragoza

175 national and
international
direct connections

420
establishments
4-star category

Valencia

Lisboa

Tenerife

Jerez de la
Frontera
Gran Canaria

Granada
Málaga
Nador

Roma
Barcelona

Madrid

125,000
spaces

Sevilla
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Lleida

Menorca
Ibiza
Alicante
Argel

Sofia

LOCATION. SERVICES.
INFRASTRUCTURE. KNOWLEDGE.
SECURITY.

1st ICOMI Congress (International Congress of MicroImmunotherapy) - 800 attendees, May. 2017

51st SEPAR Conference 2018 (Spanish Society of Pulmonology and
Thoracic Surgery)- 1.700 attendees, May. 2018

SEFH 2018 Conference (Spanish Society of Hospital Pharmacy) 1.240 attendees, Nov. 2018

SEMERGEN 2018 Conference (Spanish Society of Primary Care
Physicians) – 5.084 attendees, Oct. 2018

Mallorca has everything that professionals need when looking for
the ideal setting for their next medical and pharmaceutical event
or conference. As a place to hold your next conference, the island
is competitive and thorough in the services it provides, both of
which can be important factors for sectors such as innovation
and research, where quality and excellence are key.
In the past two years, 15 medical and pharmaceutical conferences
have chosen this Spanish island for their national and international
events, and another 19 major conferences are confirmed for 20202021. These figures show how the public and private sectors are
working to strengthen Mallorca’s position in the MICE industry for
research and health.

AEDV 2018 Conference (Spanish Academy of Dermatology
and Venereology) - 2.000 attendees, May. 2018
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16th SECIB Conference (Spanish Society of Oral Surgery) 725 attendees, Nov. 2018

15th Conference of the SED (Spanish Society of Pain) 800 attendees, May. 2018

8th International IVIRMA Conference (Valencian Institute of Fertility
and Reproductive Medicine Associates of New Jersey) - 1.200
attendees, Apr. 2019
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Venues for
meetings and
conferences

Venues
Auditorium de Palma

Palau de Congressos
de Palma

Centre Empresarial
Son Espanyol

Pueblo Español

Universidad
de las Islas Baleares

Hospital Universitario
Son Espases

Fábrica Ramis

Auditorium Sa Màniga

60,000 square
metres

420 spaces for
meetings and
conferences
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www.mallorcapharmaevents.com

